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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Some two thousand years ago, the central event of

human history occurred: God became man, in the

person of Jesus Christ, and our long-awaited Redeemer

lived out, and ultimately died as the gospel message,

literally the ‘good news’, that there was salvation for

sinners. Christ, the light of the world, came into the

world and was not recognized. This is still the situation

today. As we move through this advent season,

reflecting on Christ’s coming, and his eagerly awaited

coming back, we would do well to ask ourselves how we

are reflecting the light of Christ in the darkness around

us. This good news is not just for us, or our children, but

for all nations, peoples, and tongues. 

Our prayer at River’s Edge Haven of Hope is that this

ministry, with its over twenty volunteers and seventy-

five youth and adult participants, would be a significant 

“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the

world was made through him, yet the world did not

know him. He came to his own, and his own people did

not receive him.” John 1:9-11



ONGOING SUPPORT
We are thankful for the support we receive and realize it is from His hand!
Thank you to all who have supported us both prayerfully, financially, and with
their gifts! There is no fee for the participants, so we operate completely on
donations. We are looking to build our monthly donor base. Please consider
supporting us monthly!

and faithful witness in southern

Ontario of the hope, peace, joy and

love found in this gospel message. 

Indeed, I just recently witnessed one

of our mentors crafting a large

wooden sign in the barn with one of

her teenage mentees. It reads “We

love because he first loved us” –

familiar words taken directly from 1

John 4. Watching them work together

companionably on this project I was

struck by how that moment was, in

fact, a beautiful microcosm of all the

ministry work the Lord is doing at

River’s Edge.

As we draw to the end of another year

of operations, I would like to thank all

the many individuals who support this

important ministry work. Thank you to

the volunteer mentors, the committee

and board members, and the many

regular contributors. Your gifts of

time and money are being used to

walk alongside those who are

struggling and to share the good news

of Jesus Christ.

Blessed Christmas, from your friends

at the farm. 

Nathan Kok



The Psalm quoted above is often read

and contemplated at this time of the

year. As the year 2022 is drawing to a

close it is good to acknowledge that God

has been our dwelling place in the year

past, and we can be assured He will

continue to be so.

As we reflect on this year as individuals,

it is also good to do so as the River’s

Edge Haven of Hope ministry. The year

2022 is the 2nd full year in operation, as

well as a year where we could function

in a more normal sense of the word.

That doesn’t take away from the fact

that we were faced with a number of

challenges in regards to staff and board.

The turn-over in the Executive

Director’s position was likely the most

difficult to navigate through. Yet God

has blessed us abundantly in the person

of Nathan Kok, who already has shown in 

many ways his competency in this

position. His skills in administration and

leadership have been instrumental in

establishing the proper relationship

between staff, board and volunteers. 

The board has seen a substantial change

as well in this calendar year. Where we

saw 5 directors around the table when

we started 2022, it is down to 3

presently. We thankfully acknowledge

the work done for RE by Tim Hutten,

who resigned as chairman due to other

commitments in his service to the Lord.

We also say a heartfelt thank you to Ed

and Lorraine Feenstra. Lorraine

managed the task as Treasurer since

RE’s inception and just recently has

handed over these reigns to Ann-Marie

Sjaarda. Ed’s “job description” has

changed from Director to Advisor. We

look forward to his continued

involvement in this capacity. 

It is also very encouraging to see how

the various committees in this

organization are finding their legs.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD
Psalm 90: 12 – “So teach us to number

our days that we may get a heart of

Wisdom”.



Some of this is more evident to our

supporting community, ie. by way of

Fundraising Events, but we should also

realize many other things happen

behind the scenes, which are of utmost

importance to remain effective in our

mandate. In spite of the aforementioned

turnover, we are excited to inform you

that we hope to introduce two new

board members soon. 

Something I was asked to bring to your

attention by way of this Newsletter is

the RE Wish List. The timing for this is

purely coincidental with the time of the

year! As we organize various activities

we become aware of the need for

certain items. One such item is a BBQ.

Food plays an important part in camps

and public events, for instance the

Open House and Fall Fest. A BBQ would

be most helpful at these times. Another

item is a PA system. 

 

During the previously mentioned

events, announcements are made on a

regular basis, which would benefit from

a loudspeaker or portable PA system to

get them out there more clearly. If

anyone has either item, gently used, and

is willing to donate it to RE, please

contact the office. 

It was my earnest intent to keep this

report short and sweet...…alas, not my

strongest point! However, I will not sign

off without wishing all a very blessed

celebration of Christ’s birth and it is our

prayer that God will provide us with His

indispensable care and providence in

the year 2023!

On behalf of the Board,

Nick VandenOever

We are very thankful for the love
and support we have received
from the community. It is with
great thankfulness we can
announce that we raised $10,700
at our Fall Fest. 

We would like to thank all our
sponsors, volunteers, mentors and
everyone else who continues to
walk alongside us in our journey
for their help and support thus far. 



As our mentoring continues, we are always
looking for ways to improve our programs.
Over the past couple months we have
increased our animal program with the
additions of baby goats and calves. It is
always a blessing to guide the youth to
care for the animals, whether it is feeding,
grooming or cleaning up after them, they
are always learning. 

With Christmas around the corner we have
been busy with various activities such as
crafting, decorating and planning for
events with the youth. The youth here have
shown their remarkable talents to create
but also have shown their kind hearts in the
way they are willing to give and help. 

We are always looking for support and
donations for our programs. Right now we
are looking into winter programming and
are looking for games, Craft Supplies,
skates, helmets, mittens, and socks. If you
are able to contribute to this in anyway,
please contact the office. 

WHATS HAPPENING
ON THE FARM 



NEWS AND EVENTS

WINTER CAMPS
River's Edge is partnering with
Dunnville Youth Impact Centre
again this Christmas Break to
bring to you "Winter
Wonderland Camp". 

From 1 pm - 5pm on January 3
(Girls Camp) and January 4
(Boys Camp) we will be having
camps for kids in Grades 5-8. 

Currently our camps are full and
we are working on a waitlist. For
those who are signed up we look
forward to seeing you soon!  

 

This year we hope to have 8
weeks of summer camps - Dates
for sign up will be available in the
spring. 
We are looking for volunteers for
camp weeks. If you are 14 or older
and are thinking about
volunteering for camps contact
Avery at avery@riversedge.ca for
more information. 

SUMMER CAMPS 



Euchre Tournament: February 24 

Food Festival: June 
Open House: August
Fall Fest: October

*Specific dates will be sent out at 
a later time.

2023 CALENDAR EVENTS


