
Summer 2022  - Vol 2 Issue 5

River's Edge Review

First off, I'd like to introduce myself as the new Executive Director of
River's Edge Haven of Hope. I officially began last month, on
Monday, August 15th, and after four full weeks at the helm, I can
say with confidence that the Lord is working powerfully through
this ministry. It has been a pleasure working alongside our
enthusiastic staff, dedicated mentors, and hard-working volunteers.
There is a lot to be excited about in this ministry. We have a robust
schedule of mentees and mentors coming every day to discover
and grow in their journey with Jesus Christ through authentic
mentoring relationships offered in the ministry’s unique natural
environment. Recently the ministry came out of its summer
schedule in which we partnered up with local organizations such as
Dunnville’s Youth Impact Centre and Hamilton’s Streetlight Ministry
to offer Christian summer camp opportunities to underprivileged
youth. We are now into another quarter of regular one-on-one
Christ-focused youth mentorship. Over the years those coming
through our doors for mentorship has changed somewhat; as it
currently stands the majority of youth coming in do not yet know
the Lord, but are often in circumstances where they are looking for 
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the type of stability and meaning
that a relationship with the Lord
can give them. It’s a blessing to see
the gospel message passed onto
these youth within the context of
intentional relationship building
with their mentors. The Lord is
blessing the outreach aspect of this
ministry.

Greetings to you all! 



Something I have been asked multiple times since taking on
this role is how individuals can help support this important
ministry. Invariably I answer three things: First, please pray
for the work that is being done at River’s Edge. As it stands
we have had over 120 youth come through the doors for
one-on-one mentoring. The relationships they have formed
with our various mentors have planted seeds that continue
to grow and produce fruit. Please pray for the mentorship
work being done - that our mentors have the wisdom and
courage to say the right things at the right times and in the
right ways. Pray also that the youth on the receiving end of 

the mentorship may have receptive hearts to the truth and impact of the gospel message,
whether they already know the Lord or not. 
Second, financial gifts, both big and small, ensure this ministry is able to fulfill the lofty vision
for this ministry established by the board. This is a lean organization: much of the work is
completed by the volunteer board, committees, and mentors. All capital expenses are covered
by the organization’s founder. Donations go directly to programming capacity and the staff
who help keep all the many programs organized and running smoothly.
Third, the ministry needs more volunteer mentors. We have a waiting list of around forty
youth, mostly unchurched, who are hoping to be admitted to one-on-one mentoring with a
mature Christian adult. The field is ripe. The only thing that stands in the way of admitting
them into the program is the number of mentors we currently have. Signing up as a volunteer
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mentor can be as little as a biweekly commitment of one
hour and forty-five minutes. If, like me, you have ever
wondered how to work out the great commission in your
own life in a practical and sustainable way, may I humbly
suggest that this ministry offers a quite accessible route for
doing this. We organize the youth, the programming, and
the facilities; you simply bring your maturity, love for the
Lord, willingness to love whichever youth you are working
with, and courage to share the gospel within the context of
an intentionally formed relationship. What a beautiful
opportunity to live out the gospel message!
Thank you to all those who already support this ministry. I
look forward to working with you all in service to our
Heavenly Father and King. God bless.



Eccl. 3:1 – “For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven”

Welcome to the Fall issue of the River’s Edge Newsletter!
In the June Newsletter you were informed that from then
on this communication would become a once-every-three-
month issue and at that time fall seemed a long ways away.
How time flies! The months following June are traditionally
of a different pace than the so-called “school months”. That
is the case for most of us individually, as families, and also
for River’s Edge. You will find in this Newsletter various
reports and other evidence, that it has been a busy summer
“at the farm”. 
In the June Newsletter Nathan Kok, our newly appointed
Executive Director, was introduced. In this issue Nathan will 

further introduce himself to you. As Board we are very thankful that he could commence his
task here at River’s Edge on August 15th. He certainly hit the ground running, which could be
witnessed at the August 27th Open House, where he, together with his co-workers Avery and
Megan, showed visitors around in a very apt and entertaining manner. On the topic of the
Open House; again it was very well attended, which shows as well that we are “getting out
there” in the community. The same can be mentioned regarding the Food Festival Fundraiser. 

Ongoing Support 
We are thankful for the
support we receive and

realize it is from His hand!
Thank you to all who have

supported us both
prayerfully, financially,

and with their gifts! There
is no fee for the

participants, so we
operate completely on

donations. We are looking
to build our monthly
donor base. Please

consider supporting us
monthly!

 

On behalf of the Board, 
                                           Nick VandenOever

SUMMER NEWSLETTER Vol 2 Issue  5

This event was held on June 24th, and on that beautiful
Friday evening some 200 people could roam the grounds in
search of delicious food and refreshments, while listening
to live music and have great fellowship doing this. The Lord
blessed us with perfect weather for an event like that, and
with thankfulness we were able to raise just shy of
$20,000.00. The Promotion & Fundraising Committee is in
the process of organizing a Fall Fest, again to raise the
much needed funds to keep the programs available for
those who come to River’s Edge to experience the love of
God in a safe and caring environment. As the regular
sessions have been organized and starting to take place, we
pray that God will equip us all, staff, volunteers, committees
and Board, with the wisdom and patience to do our task in
a way that pleases Him and is to the benefit for all those
who come through the doors at this Haven of Hope.
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This is the second year that we have been able to host
summer camps and what a summer it has been! We have
been blessed to  be able to work alongside both Dunnville
Youth Impact Centre and Streetlight Ministries and provide
many weeks of camp for kids. 

CAMP REPORT 
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Western Camp: 
River's Edge hosted 2 weeks of camps (girls and boys week).
Each week was full of activities for the kids to build
friendships, leadership and have fun. Our lessons were
focused on how God looks at our hearts and how He
encourages us. 

Bright Hope Summer Camp: 
River's Edge and Streetlight Ministries worked together to
provide 2 weeks of camps for about 50 kids to come and
enjoy the farm. It was a time of fun and excitement to be out
on the farm and explore just how Great our God is. 

Treasured Summer Camp:
River's Edge and Dunnville Youth Impact Centre worked
together to provide camps for kids every Monday afternoon.
We had many activities exploring creation, building
relationships and learning about how we are treasured by
God. 

Thank  You
As River's Edge Staff, we
would like to thank our

many volunteers  for the
countless hours of work you
put in to ensure that camps

ran smoothly. Whether it
was leading groups,

activities, prepping or
serving snacks and lunch,
we cannot express how
thankful we are for the

support we have received
from you! 

We would also like to thank
all those who donated food,

whether it was lunches,
snacks, fruits or veggies. It

was such a big help to
provide food for all of our

kids coming to camp! Thank
you for the time and effort

that went into giving
everything! We are blessed
to have been given such a
supportive community!! 

Written by Avery Linde
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This summer all the staff at River’s Edge took a week
and went up to Elora for some EAL (Equine Assisted
Learning) training. EAL is a course focused on utilizing
the connection we have with a horse in a life coach
capacity. While we were there the training focused on
us learning to watch the horses' interaction with our
‘clients’ and use them to build a third party
connection. By having the client focus on how and
what the horse is doing while they are opening up or
sharing their stories it helps them to talk about their 
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MENTORING

EQUINE ASSISTED LEARNING

As the summer months come to an end we look forward to
another season of mentoring. We are excited to continue
building relationships with the many children who walk
through our door.  
If you are interested in volunteering as a Mentor or know
someone who would benefit from our programs,  please
check out our website and fill in the forms provided. 
If you have questions, please email info@riversedge.ca. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

Written by Megan DeVries

feelings without having to come right out and say “I'm feeling scared.” They can instead react to
the horse and say “the horse won’t stand still because it is feeling nervous.” And now a whole new
conversation is started without it being too focused on the client. Horses' emotions are true and
cannot be faked, they are also mirrors to our emotions because they are able to pick up what we
are feeling since they are prey animals and their whole life is geared towards finding dangers. This
allows them to have a keen understanding of our body language and also our heart rate. Horses
can hear our heart rate up to 10 feet away; this gives them the advantage of knowing exactly what
emotions we are feeling. This also means we can’t fake our interactions with them.
The three of us got the opportunity to be both coach and client, giving us the understanding of
being on the receiving end of that connection to the horses. We are all very excited to start
applying this in our sessions and also sharing it with all our volunteer mentors.



We are opening our own line of Apparel!! For a
limited time we will be selling a variety of apparel on 
 our online shop. Shop opens September 23, 2022!

To order please visit our website. 
 

Pick up for our apparel will be October 29, 2022 at
our Fall Fest. If you have any questions or concerns,

please email Avery at avery@riversedge.ca. 

APPAREL 

News and Events

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: WWW.RIVERSEDGE.CA
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Contact Us
(289) 426 - 0481

info@riversedge.ca

1 Haldimand Rd 17 
Dunnville, ON 
N1A 2W4

V E N D O R S ,  P U M P K I N  C A R V I N G ,
B A K E  S A L E ,  F L O W E R

B O U Q U E T S ,  A P P L E S ,  S O U P S
A N D  S O  M U C H  M O R E !  

C o me  o n  d o wn  a n d  e n j o y
s o me  f u n  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p

w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a t
R i v e r ' s  E d g e  H a v e n  o f
H o p e !  T h e r e  i s  f u n  f o r

t h e  wh o l e  f a m i l y  t o
e n j o y !   

R IVER ' S  EDGE
FAL L  FEST

S A T U R D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 2 2  
F R O M  1 1 : 0 0  -  3 : 0 0

FOOD TRUCK
FESTIVAL

OPEN HOUSE

With thankfulness we were
able to raise just shy of

$20,000.00.

With thankfulness we were
able to raise $7,200. 

Thank you so much for the
continued support through

our journey! 


