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Happy New Year! May the LORD grant His blessing this coming year.
We may look back at last year and wonder what is happening in this
life? We may worry about tomorrow. What is in store for us in 2022?
We may recall from Ecclesiastes that the teacher says, “There is
nothing new under the sun”. Meaning, this challenge we are facing,
this uncertainty, is nothing new. It may be for us, but not for Almighty God. In fact, God had planned
this and is intricately planning everything down to the last atom. We confess, as His children, that
we are safely in His hand. See Matthew 6:25-33.

Back to Routine
After the Christmas break, we have returned to
normal routines here at the farm. However, due
to sickness of various kinds, we have had a
number of cancellations each week. But it is the
winter season and this is to be expected. The
recent snow has been a welcome addition to
the time here for the participants. We have put
the horse and sleigh to good use. This gives
some of the kids a neat experience! Not to
mention the hills of snow to climb on! On the
really cold days, we have been making good use
of our new rooms by grabbing a hot chocolate
and playing a game or creating something in the
art room.
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God's Providence
In the pre-session preparations, the mentors have been reflecting on the providence of God as He
took care of Elijah, the widow at Zarephath and her son. God provided food and water for their
daily needs, and also provided life to the son that died. We concluded that God provides for all our
needs as well, both physically and spiritually. What a comfort!
This week, the mentors came together for a training evening. We reflected on the biblical basis for
the mentoring relationship in 1 Thessalonians 5:14 “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the
idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.” Avery led us though
some practical principles of mentoring while Megan led us in some horse training activities. It was
a good time enjoyed by all.

Changes at River's Edge
It truly has been a pleasure serving as Director here at River’s Edge Haven of Hope. The Board,
Committees, Staff and Volunteers all work very hard to make this place run. However, after much
prayer and consideration I have decided to step down as Director and move into more of a
volunteer role in the organization, specifically serving in the newly formed promotions
committee. In the past, I worked and was trained as a Registered Nurse and I have chosen to
return to this field on a full-time basis. I also plan to help out with a smooth transition for the
new Executive Director when one is hired and so I will continue as Interim Director until such
time. The programs and mentoring will still continue to run as normal. I would like to thank the
Board for this opportunity to work in this role. I have learned a lot and am excited to see what the
LORD has planned for River’s Edge going forward and am thankful to be able to continue to serve
in the organization albeit in a different capacity.
I would also like to welcome to the organization
Jared Vermeulen and Sheila Wagter! These are two
of our newest volunteer mentors. They already
have been developing and working on their
participant relationships. Welcome to the team!
Jared comes with some unique interests such as
bee keeping and wood working, while Sheila has
worked many years with children of various ages
and abilities also having raised some of her own.
These two make a great addition to the mentoring
program!
The Board is expanding! Nick Vandeneover has
been a mentor here at River’s Edge for a number of
months. Recently, he joined the Board of Directors
as well. The Board values his many years of
expertise in serving non-profit organizations. Nick
also comes with years of leadership in the
construction industry! Nick will continue his role as
a mentor as well.
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A Message from the Board
At the beginning of the New Year we as Board were sad to receive word from Chris that, after much
prayer, he would be stepping down from his position as Executive Director of River’s Edge and has
chosen to return to Nursing, feeling this would be better for him and his family. We as Board
appreciate all the work and effort Chris has put towards his position here and we thank him for
this. We have seen much growth here at River’s Edge in such a variety of ways, and we can accredit
much of that to Chris for his leadership, administration skills and creativity. We pray that the Lord
will continue to lead and guide Chris and that he will be a blessing in his new position as well.

Support
The LORD blessed the organization beyond what we expected with meeting our budget in 2021.
We are thankful for the support we receive and realize it is from His hand! For 2021, we raised
more than our budget requirements and we were able to underspend our budget. These are both
blessings for which we are thankful. Thank you to all who have supported us both prayerfully,
financially, and with their gifts! There is no fee for the participants, so we operate completely on
donations. We are looking to build our monthly donor base. Please consider supporting us
monthly!

We are a Registered Charity
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We now have PAP! If you are
interested in supporting us
monthly and would like
automatic withdrawal, please
email
treasurer@riversedge.ca to
get set up!

Until Next Time,
Chris DeBoer, Director

Email our finance committee
treasurer@riversedge.ca
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E-transfer to treasurer@riversedge.ca
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Through Canada Helps

Staff - info@riversedge.ca

Board of Directors - board@riversedge.ca

Chris DeBoer - Executive Director

Bruce DeBoer- Advisor
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Jackie Elgersma – Board Member

Avery Linde - Lead Mentor
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hello there!

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE VERY FIRST

River's Edge Food
Festival
When
June 24, 2022 DV

Where
At the beautiful property of River’s Edge Haven of Hope
1 Haldimand Road 17, Dunnville ON

What

An incredible evening out for adults, where they can enjoy the results of
the culinary expertise of various members in the Reformed community.

How

A number of Food trucks and trailers will serve the attendants a large variety of
delicious appetizers, entrees, deserts and specialty coffees and tea.

Who

Anyone who enjoys good food, good company and is supportive of a very good
cause.

There will be a limited number of tickets to be sold. It is for that reason we alert you to this
special event early in the year!
More details will be forthcoming soon once all participating persons have indicated their
preferred dishes.

If you have any questions, or would like to reserve a spot, please contact:
Nick VandenOever
Text: 905-328-8707
Email: nickwvdo@gmail.com

